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Karrie Van Belle, Chief Operating Officer, GRI

Karrie Van Belle is Chief Operating Officer and serves as Corporate Secretary to 
the GRI Board of Directors. Karrie helps to guide strategy and execution of GRI’s 
mandate, addressing challenges and developing and implementing policies and 
procedures to enhance operational effectiveness. Karrie has held roles leading 
marketing, communications, digital operations and investment product teams. 
Before coming to GRI, she was Chief Marketing & Innovation Officer at AGF 
Investments and previously held progressively senior roles at BlackRock Canada, 
Saint Elizabeth Health Care, Edward Jones and Canada Trust.

Eve-Marie Cormier, Vice-présidente Cybersécurité et Responsable de la sécurité 
des systèmes d’information (CISO), La Caisse

Eve-Marie has more than 15 years in the banking, pharmaceutical, and 
telecommunications sectors as an expert in operational risk, business continuity, 
and crisis management. She now specializes in technology governance, information 
security risk management, crisis management, and cybersecurity. At La Caisse, 
she oversees the governance, security architecture, security engineering, security 
operations, IAM, and information security teams, as well as the GRC and technology 
controls teams. She also leads the implementation of an integrated cybersecurity 
program designed to protect La Caisse against information security and 
cybersecurity risks, as well as to detect threats and respond to them efficiently.

Marie-Christine Custeau, Chief Strategy and Transformation Officer, Laurentian

Marie‑Christine Custeau is responsible for the development, execution, and 
ongoing evolution of Laurentian’s strategic plan. She plays a key role in integrating 
risk, governance, and operational resilience considerations into strategic decision 
making. Marie‑Christine brings nearly 20 years of experience in the financial 
services industry, including more than ten years in senior roles at Laurentian. 
Her expertise spans strategic planning, complex project management, process 
optimization, business continuity, data governance, as well as marketing and 
communications.



Linda El Ghordaf, National Risk Services Market Leader, KPMG Canada

Linda El Ghordaf has more than 20 years of experience in risk management. In 
addition to her role as Risk Services Market Leader, she oversees large-scale 
projects for the transformation or implementation of the risk management function 
and 3 lines of defense model in the financial sector. Her work covers operational 
risk management and resiliency, including the implementation of GRC platforms. 
Linda also leads projects on model development and model validation for credit 
risk, liquidity risk, stress testing, and capital management. Prior to joining KPMG, 
Linda worked for the Autorité des Marchés Financiers.

Rheia Khalaf, Director of Partnerships, Mila

Rheia Khalaf is the Director of Partnerships at Mila. She brings more than 15 years of 
expertise in actuarial science, artificial intelligence (AI) and risk management acquired 
through roles at leading organizations including IVADO, Fiera Capital and EY. She 
contributes to a wide range of initiatives that focus on responsible AI use, sustainable 
finance and climate risk, and has co-authored several publications on AI. 

Elaine Lajeunesse, Board Director, Desjardins

Over a 30 year career, Elaine Lajeunesse served as Chief Risk Officer for four major 
financial institutions: BMO Insurance, Economical (now Definity), TD Insurance, 
and Central 1. She has led risk functions through regulatory overhauls, economic 
disruptions, and high-stakes decisions. At Desjardins Elaine sits on a number 
of committees, including the Risk Committee, which she chairs. She also sits 
on the Advisory Committee and chairs the Risk Committee for Athos Risk LLC. 
She previously served on the Council of the Ontario College of Teachers, all TD 
Insurance boards, and the board of OASIS Centre des Femmes.

David Latour, CRO, La Caisse

As Executive Vice-President and Chief Risk Officer at La Caisse, David is 
responsible for ensuring sound management of risks related to investment strategy 
and operations. He sits on the Executive Committee, co-chairs the Investment-
Risk Committee and chairs the Operational Risk Committee. David has 20 years of 
experience in risk management and investing across various asset classes in both 
public and private markets. Prior to his current position, he was Managing Director, 
Strategy and Investment, Capital Solutions. Before joining La Caisse, David worked 
at RBC and GE Capital Canada. 
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Kari Pries, Senior Manager, Geopolitical Risk, PSP Investments 

Dr. Kari Pries (her/she) leads a team focused on building foresight and thematic 
analysis methodologies that embed geopolitical scenarios into strategic asset 
allocation. Before joining PSP, she was Counselor for Canada on the Inter-
American Development Bank’s (IDB) Board of Executive Directors. She previously 
spent a decade in Economics and Country Risk with IHS Markit (now S&P 
Global) and has held policy advisory roles with the Government of Canada and 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM). Dr. Pries sits on a number of 
academic and charitable boards in Canada and Europe.

Kim Thomassin, Executive Vice President, La Caisse

As Executive Vice-President and Head of Québec, Kim Thomassin leads La 
Caisse’s investment strategy in Québec and financing and support activities for 
medium and large companies in the province. She also oversees the Québec 
investment and operating partner teams. She sits on the Executive Committee and 
the Investment-Risk Committee. Before joining La Caisse in 2017, Kim was National 
Client Leader and Managing Partner for the Québec Region at McCarthy Tétrault. 
She is a member of the Québec Bar and the Canadian Bar Association.

Vanda Vicars, Executive Consultant, GRI

Vanda Vicars is an Executive Consultant with GRI, focusing on strategic projects. 
She was previously Chief Operating Officer and Corporate Secretary from 2019 to 
2024. A respected C-suite executive with 30 years of executive leadership experience 
in the Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Sector, Vanda has held 
senior roles at leading organizations including CEO, Canada Infrastructure Services, 
Capgemini; President, Capgemini Canada; Senior Vice President of ICT Solutions, 
Bell Canada; and Vice-President Technical Support, IBM Canada.


